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Banting House National Historic Site of Canada is owned and operated by the 

Canadian Diabetes Association, an independently governed charitable organization. 

Our mission is defined as: 

 

Creating public awareness and understanding of the national historic 

significance of Sir Frederick Banting and preserving the commemorative 

integrity of Banting House National Historic Site of Canada,  

the birthplace of insulin, for the benefit of the people of Canada. 

Cover & Inside Cover Photos by Mark Spowart. 

Hosting the Canadian Medical Hall of Fame  

Staff Development Day 

Canadian Diabetes Association Staff 

Ontario Donor Reception 

The Flame welcomes your comments. Please email us at banting@diabetes.ca.  

Let us know what you think about what you have read, our programs, or subjects 

you are interested in learning more about.  

We will do our best to accommodate your requests. 



A Message from the Curator, Grant Maltman 

Symbols are important. They reflect who we 

are and what we stand for, and their power to 

motivate people cannot be underestimated. 

Banting House National Historic Site of 

Canada and the Flame of Hope are two 

powerful symbols of Canadian hope and 

ingenuity for the Canadian Diabetes 

Association. Together, they serve as a 

reminder of where we came from and where 

we are going as we Lead. Live. Cure. Banting 

House plays a critical role in anchoring the 

efforts of the Association and inspires the 

world to find a cure. 

 

To that end, after a two year hiatus, our 

museum update is back with a new name and 

new look. Published three times per year,  

The Flame will keep you, our donors, 

sponsors and supporters, updated on the 

latest from Banting House National Historic 

Site of Canada. Inside this issue we offer 

some of the highlights – and what a year 2013 

turned out to be!  

 

It began with a funding announcement in 

January where Banting House became the 

beneficiary of a $147, 419 grant from the 

Canadian Infrastructure Investment Fund, 

and it ended with a series of individual 

monetary and in-kind gifts in support of the 

museum’s mission. 

Our Museum Guides were kept busy as we 

saw a modest increase in visitation and in our 

social media programs. A renewed effort has 

been put into the latter, thanks to support 

from a research assistant provided by 

Western University’s Public History Program. 

The most recent research indicates tourists 

are increasingly basing their travel plans 

based on their internet experiences and so 

efforts were made to improve our online 

presence via Facebook, Twitter and 

Wordpress. 

 

Over the course of the year, we held a number 

of special events, raising funds, friends and 

presence in the community. In addition to 

our annual Banting & Friends fundraiser, we 

partnered with the Royal Astronomical 

Society of Canada: London Centre to 

celebrate the 40thanniversary of the naming 

of the Banting Moon Crater and proudly 

hosted the Canadian Diabetes Association 

donor event, Championing the Cause – 

Today, Tomorrow and Beyond. The museum 

again was the focal point for World Diabetes 

Day events in London. Our participation in 

the annual Blue Monument Challenge and 

the opening of the exhibition Advocacy in 

Action – Who Are You Fighting For? 

reinforced the importance of the museum in a 

global context. 
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On the curatorial side, we saw significant 

growth in our collection of original art, 

archives and objects. Everything we collect 

has the potential to tell a story, to be a source 

for researchers or to be on exhibit. In the case 

of the rare first edition of World Famous 

Heroes Magazine, an American early graphic 

novel we purchased through donor support, it 

does all three. Published months after his 

death, it can be considered one of the first 

biographies of  Sir Frederick Banting. Other 

highlights included the donation of an 

unsigned Banting painting and an incredible 

collection of Banting related archives 

collected by Dr Joseph Janes, who was 

employed at the Banting Institute in the late 

1930s.  

 

We were fortunate to have so many dedicated 

volunteers who brought to us diverse skill 

sets. Their support and encouragement 

contributed to our past successes and are 

continuing to do so for the future. They  

embraced the challenge of new roles and 

projects, all of which supported our long-

term stability. Without their contributions, 

our programs would not move forward. This 

was no more evident than in this issue of The 

Flame, produced with the support of program 

volunteers from content to design. In 

addition, the Museum Advisory Committee 

continued to serve as ambassadors in the 

community and provided counsel on a variety 

of  fronts. We are most grateful for their 

continuing support and commitment to our 

long term success. 

 

There was much to be proud of in 2013. As we 

move into 2014, we look forward to meeting 

the challenges ahead. With the assistance of 

our corporate partners, donors and 

volunteers we will continue to preserve this 

internationally recognized monument for 

future generations and send a signal of hope 

to the world that - as the place where insulin 

was born - Canada has a commitment to 

continue to work hard on behalf of people 

with diabetes everywhere. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grant M. Maltman 

Curator 



Museum Advisory Committee 

Staff 

Jeff Bennett, Chair  

Robert Adeland 

George Clark 

Jane Cunningham 

Ron Dawson 

Grant Hopcroft 

Murray Hunter 

Joshua Workman 

Julie Zamprogna-Balles 

Tom Weihmayr  

Volunteers 

Helen Aawai 

Alison Butler 

Erika Clark 

Natasha Cvetkovic 

Alison Deplonty 

Ada Domingos 

Sean Hague 

Melissa Holdren 

Lindsay Kernohan 

Stephanie Lee 

Erica Leis 

Meaghen McCracken 

Cliff Oliver 

Katrina Pasierbek 

Stephanie Radu 

Bailey Russell 

Jessica Riggs 

Bess Roy 

Nicole Sedgwick 

Sophie Song 

Hoda Tadayon 

Sue Taylor 
Senior Manager, Programs, Services and 

Partnerships – Ontario 

 

Anne Le-Quang 
Senior Manager, Programs, Services and 

Partnerships – Ontario 

 

Grant Maltman 
Curator 

 

 

 

Brittany Fazio 
Community Engagement Coordinator 

 

Chelsey Passmore 
Community Engagement Coordinator 

 

Raiza Báez 
Public History Intern 

Western University (PT) 

 

Stacey Devlin 
Public History Intern 

Western University (PT) 
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Terry Lynn Clarkin, Volunteer Coordinator 

Amber Mandich, Registrar   

Douglas Loveland, Registrar Assistant 

Jessica Cowie, Graphic Design 

Bridget Collings, Social Media Assistant 

Emily McKinnon, Social Media Assistant 

Museum Guides 
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Visitor Comment 

"Wonderful exhibition for a very talented  

scientist who gave life to so many."  

Dr. Tara Sayena, Rewari, India  

 

Dear Dr. Banting: 

“I am humbled to sit where your idea came to you.  

I’m grateful for your persistence which saved my son’s life.” - Anonymous 

Special Visitors in 2013 
 

Counter clockwise from top-right to bottom-right: Ed Holder, MP, Susan 

Truppe, MP, The Honourable Diane Finley, Minister for Public Works and 

Government Services, Grant Maltman, Curator Banting House NHSC.; Ron 

Dawson, Museum Advisory Committee, Susan Truppe, MP; Canadian Tour  

Golfer and Canadian Diabetes Association Ambassador, David Markle, popped 

by Banting House NHSC, September 13, 2013, before teeing up in the second 

round of the PGA Tour Canada Tour Championship; August 17, 2013 Museum 

Guide Alison Deplonty, His Excellency Dr. Bhoj Raj Ghimire, Nepal’s 

Ambassador to Canada; Type 1 Diabetes Support Group from Kitchener-

Waterloo;  August 23, 2013, on a return visit, Emily locates her Dear Dr. 

Banting letter; Guest book signed by His Excellency Dr. Bhoj Raj Ghimire. 



At Banting House National Historic Site of 

Canada, we recognize the need for multiple 

media platforms to stay connected with 

supporters. We are committed to providing 

interesting and meaningful social media 

content to all of our readers. This Fall, we 

revised our social media strategy, which 

launched in the second week of January. 

 

What can you expect from the new social 

media strategy? 

 

• Consistent posting: New content will be 

posted each weekday on Twitter, 

Facebook and Wordpress according to a 

schedule of topics. 

• Increased interactivity: Posts such as 

“What is it? Wednesday” to encourage 

viewers to engage with Banting House 

through social media. 

• More Banting:  Several long-term plans 

for topics revolve around important dates 

in Dr. Banting’s life, bringing him to the 

centre of our social media messages.  

 

Some aspects of this plan are already 

underway and have achieved great results. 

Since September: 

  

• posting weekly to our WordPress site, 

www.bantinghousenhsc.wordpress.com.  

• An average of 776 views per month, and 

increasing each month since September. 

This compares to an average of 289 views 

per month in the period from June 2012 

to September 2013.  

• Views from 70 different countries.  

• New posts on the website are now 

automatically announced on Facebook 

and Twitter, which has brought increased 

activity to those platforms as well.  

• Live social media coverage of important 

events, such as the Banting Crater event, 

Doors Open London, and World Diabetes 

Day.  

Highlights of 2013 

New Social Media Strategy 
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 Visitor Comment 

 

“Go to visit Banting’s house.  

You’ll get the inspiration to continue your research.  

From Buenos Aires to London.  

I’m so happy I came.”   
E. Arany, MD, PhD 

We were excited to see Banting House 

featured in a number of media outlets. Our 

restoration project, and the announcement of 

Federal support for this endeavour, was the 

focus of an article in The Londoner at the 

beginning of 2013. Museum Advisory 

Committee Chair Jeff Bennett and Curator 

Grant Maltman had the opportunity to speak 

about this project, as well as the greater 

significance of Banting House to London, 

Ontario, on Rogers Daytime. 

 

In September, we welcomed 98.1 Free FM 

reporter Avery Moore, who visited us as part 

of her series “Your London ROCKS!” As with 

many of our visitors, Avery knew of Sir 

Frederick Banting as a scientist, but not as a 

doctor, war hero, inventor, or artist.  Her 

tour inspired so many “You’ve gotta be 

kidding me!” moments that she made this 

phrase the title of her blog post!  

 

She wrote, “Wandering through the halls of 

the Banting House it’s almost hard to recall 

that Sir Frederick Banting has been dead for 

72 years, because he feels so alive here. […] 

this museum is an important education tool 

for every Canadian.” When two of Banting’s 

paintings went to auction this December, 

Lisa Brandt and Avery Moore collaborated 

on a statement about our involvement in the 

conservation of several Banting works.  

 

Banting House has also received attention at 

an international level. We were pleased to 

welcome a film crew from WuHan Radio and 

Television, who came to us all the way from 

Wuhan, China! Their documentary on World 

Diabetes Day celebrations, which aired on 

the largest television station in China, was 

supplemented with interviews, images and 

footage shot at Banting House. 
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Banting House in the Media 

Jeffery Reed, “Banting Students help celebrate World Diabetes Day”, November 21, 2013: 
http://eedition.thelondoner.ca/doc/The-Londoner/londoner-1121/2013111801/11.html#10 
 

Shobhita Sharma, “Funding injection for Banting House,” January 2013:  

http://www.thelondoner.ca/2013/01/30/funding-injection-for-banting-house 

 

Interview on Rogers Daytime TV:  

http://www.rogerstv.com/page.aspx?lid=237&rid=73&gid=107605 

 

Avery Moore, “You’ve Gotta Be Kidding Me,” September 2013: 

http://981freefm.ca/blogs/your-london-rocks/2013/09/youve-gotta-be-kidding-me/ 

 

Lisa Brandt, “Paintings With a London Connection Sold,” December 2013: 

http://blackburnnews.com/london/2013/12/04/paintings-with-a-london-connection/ 



Highlights of 2013 

Banting Crater Event—Our Man on the Moon 

Banting Crater: 26.6°N, 16.4°E  
The Banting Crater is located on the near side of the 

moon, the lunar hemisphere that is permanently 

turned towards the Earth. The crater has a diameter of 

5 kilometres, is bowl-shaped and lies near the middle 

of the moon’s Mare Serenitatis (Sea of Serenity), 

between the sites of two U.S. Apollo landings (15 and 

16).  This crater, previously identified as Linné E, is 

one of the eleven craters named after Canadians.  

On August of 1973, the International 

Astronomical Union (IAU) met in Sydney, 

Australia, for their Fifteen General Assembly 

and determined that a broadening of crater 

nomenclature was necessary. They decided 

not only to allow the assignment of names of 

deceased scientists from all fields, but also 

deceased contributors to human culture and 

knowledge, including writers, painters and 

composers. An exception to this rule had 

been the naming of craters in honor of 

famous astronauts who were alive when 

craters were named after them. However, the 

names from political, military, and religious 

figures, as well as modern philosophers, 

remained prohibited. 

  

At the IAU assembly, approximately fifty new 

moon craters were renamed following the 

new rules. Still, most of the names chosen 

honored deceased astronomers or physicists 

of astronomical importance. While old habits 

die hard, there were exceptions and Sir 

Frederick Banting, Sigmund Freud and 

Claudius Galen were added. 

 

To celebrate the 40th anniversary of the 

naming of the Banting Crater, in partnership 

with the Royal Astronomical Society of 

Canada: London Centre (RASC) and Western 

University’s Department of Physics and 

Astronomy, Banting House hosted a once in a 

lifetime event. On Monday, July 15, 2013, 

more than 120 members of the public viewed 

the lunar crater from Sir Frederick G. 

Banting Square and participated in hands-on 

activities demonstrating how lunar craters 

are formed and a Banting scavenger hunt.  

 

Thank you to our friends at Starbucks who 

provided complimentary refreshments, to 

The London Free Press, XFM News, and CTV 

News for their event coverage and to our 

volunteers who helped to make our event a 

success! 
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Visitor Comment 

 

"I studied this subject in school this year, and was able  

to learn so much more coming to this museum.  

It was an amazing tour! :)"  

Mikayla Hinton, Singapore  
 

“I’m delighted my family’s name  
is now on the moon. 

It gives you a bit of a weird feeling.” 
 

William Banting 
Frederick Banting’s son (1974) 
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Pictured Left to Right from top: Statue of Sir Frederick Grant 
Banting at night with moon; Sea of Serenity, where Dr. Banting’s 
Crater is located; Getting a close up view of the Banting Crater; 
Robert Adeland (Museum Advisory Committee) did not need his 
glasses for his viewing; Learning the science behind how craters 
are formed; David McCarter (RASC) shows Jane Cunningham 
(Museum Advisory Committee) the crater location on his lunar 
map; Brittany Hodgson and Bess Roy at the Registration Table. 



Doors Open London 

Here’s a snapshot of responses from this year’s Doors Open event: 

 “Good work and great knowledge. Let’s cure us!” Shawn and Cassandra Ray 

 “Very interesting. Learned a lot.” Walt and Mary Jean 

 “Banting was a gift to humanity, awesome museum!” Justin Thekkumthala 

 “I’m 8 and it’s fascinating for me too!” Owen Cox 

Highlights of 2013 
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Visitor Comments 

"Forever grateful! Thank you for sharing this incredible story!"  

Bridget and Mathew Graham, Sault Ste. Marie Ontario 

 

"Thank you so much for the wonderful tour. It was an honour being here 

and learning about the life of this extraordinary hero!!"  

Michelle Westin, Toronto Canada  

Doors Open is an annual event  involving 

communities across Ontario. It provides free 

admission at participating cultural and 

historic institutions, some of which are not 

otherwise open to the public. It is a great 

opportunity for museums to connect with 

their community, and here at Banting House, 

it is an event which has enjoyed success year 

after year. 

 

Banting House has partnered with the 

London Heritage Council in Doors Open 

London since its inception in 2002. Each 

year, we typically welcome 400-700 visitors 

over the two-day event.  

 

To date, Doors Open has brought more than  

6,300 visitors through our doors, 550 in 

2013 alone. Our visitors represent all age 

groups and walks of life, and share one thing 

in common – an urge to explore and learn 

more about their city’s culture.  
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Courtesy of Wide Open Studios/London Heritage Council. 

Courtesy of Wide Open Studios/London Heritage Council. 



“Championing the Cause” – Today, Tomorrow and Beyond 

Ontario Donor Reception 

Visitor Comments 

"History made live - Thanks for having this museum."  

Carol Driver, Roseburg, USA 

 

"The story of Dr. Banting is very encouraging. Thank you very much for 

the effort to make us proud of this story."  

Alena Yurchuk, London, Ontario  

Highlights of 2013 
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Pictured at right; left to right from top: Canadian Diabetes Association staff Amanda Grassick, Lori 

Gregory & Joe Mercanti (Regional Chair, Central South); Crowd; Canadian Diabetes Association Staff 

Brittany Fazio, Sue McCarville, Terry Clarkin (museum volunteer) & Terry Cavanaugh; Daniel Cook, 

Team Diabetes participant; Mapy Villaudy with Susan & Alan Beamer (top); John & Helen Walsh 

(bottom); Linda and Doug Dunlop, Cutler Boyd; Kerry Bruder, Canadian Diabetes Association; Dorothy 

Vogt & Evelyn Shaw; Jennifer & Daniel Cook; Celso Oliveira (Regional Chair, Southwest) & Natalie 

John; Andrew Young, Canadian Diabetes Association; Dr. Brian Rodrigues, former member National 

Board, Canadian Diabetes Association. 

On September 25th, Banting House was 

pleased to host the Canadian Diabetes 

Association Major Donor recognition event. 

More than 60 donors from across Ontario 

joined Association staff for an evening of 

cocktails and hors d’oeuvres reception in  

Sir Frederick G. Banting Square. 

 

The event premise was simple, to ensure all 

Association supporters know that they were 

appreciated, valued, and introduced to some 

of the programs their gifts supported. Perhaps 

more importantly, they were made aware of 

the impact of their generosity in supporting 

our Camping Programs, Research, Team 

Diabetes and Banting House NHSC. Guests 

toured Banting House and were entertained 

by the acoustic sounds of Cutler Boyd who 

have written a song for an upcoming 

documentary on diabetes – Music Heals the 

Soul. 

 

Special thanks to Ashwegan Speedway, Chuck 

Kloestra, Costco, Hilton London, Metro, 

Ontario Wine Council, Steam Whistle 

Brewery, and Starbucks for sponsoring the 

event and to Dave Magakian who donated his 

time to photograph the event. 
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On November 14, 2013, we celebrated Frederick Banting’s 122nd 

birthday and joined the world in raising awareness about the 

seriousness of diabetes.  

 

This year’s celebrations began with an Open House and the 

unveiling of our latest exhibition, Advocacy in Action: Who Are 

You Fighting For? Guests were offered sugar-free hot chocolate 

and birthday cake while they listened to volunteer read of a 

series of “Dear Dr. Banting” letters, some in their original 

language, that were left at the museum. Donations to the 

Canadian Diabetes Association were accepted from Sir Frederick 

G. Banting Secondary School (London) and Laurie Hawkins 

Public School (Ingersol).  

 

To close the ceremonies, Banting House was lit blue and visitors 

were then welcomed back into the museum, where volunteers 

were available to answer questions. It was a great opportunity to 

meet with members of the community, including a film crew 

from China, and show our support for those living with diabetes. 

 

Our most important annual event, this year marked our 8th 

World Diabetes Day and 6th Blue Monument Challenge. 

Highlights of 2013 

 

 

Dear Dr. Banting: 
 

“Today is my 25th B-day.  

I have had diabetes since I was 16.  

So, I came here to celebrate being alive and well. 

Thank you!” 
 

 

World Diabetes Day 
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After an extend run, “Dear Dr. Banting” was replaced by our latest 

installation, “Advocacy in Action: Who Are You Fighting For?” The new 

exhibit acknowledges the “Who Are You Fighting For?” and “Protect Our 

Future” campaigns, launched respectively by the Canadian Diabetes 

Association and the International Diabetes Federation.  

 

Primarily a visual exhibit, it profiles Canadian Diabetes Association 

advocacy volunteers who are  making a difference in Canada. As diabetes 

knows no borders, those efforts were placed in a global context using 

images of World Diabetes Day and the Blue Monument Challenge from 

around the world. An interactive wall gives visitors the opportunity to 

tell us who they are fighting for and what a cure for diabetes would mean 

to them. 

 

The exhibit draws attention to diabetes advocacy at the local, national, 

and international levels. With 371 million people living with diabetes 

today, advocacy is more necessary than ever. Our exhibit recognizes that 

this health challenge requires us all to do our part to promote 

prevention, raise awareness of the disease, and protect our collective 

future. 

 

“Advocacy in Action: Who Are You Fighting For?” closes in April 2014. 

If you haven’t visited Banting House National Historic Site of Canada 

recently, we encourage you to visit and tell us who you are fighting for! 

“Who Are You Fighting For?” 

Pictured above: Banting House lit in blue as part of the 

Blue Monument Challenge on World Diabetes Day; 

Cheque presented to Banting House from Banting 

Secondary School; Curator Grant Maltman installing 

“Advocacy in Action: Who Are You Fighting For?”; Left: 

Table in Dr. Banting’s bedroom where visitors are 

encouraged to leave notes to Dr. Banting; Right: 

Interactive wall panel from “Advocacy in Action: Who Are 

You Fighting For?” with notes from visitors written on it. 
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Acquisitions 

Gift of Hertha Pfeifer 
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Graphic novel World Famous Heroes 

Magazine, No. 2, December 1941. 
Purchased with the support from the Hon. 

J.M. Seneshen Museum Acquisition Fund. 

Gift of Hertha Pfeifer 

Regina, Saskatchewan 
Frederick Banting 

Untitled, n.d.  

Gift of Dr. Janet P. Janes 
Fraternity Pin and Banting related archives 

belonging to Dr. Joseph Janes, former colleague 

at the Banting Institute. 
 

Gift of Dr. Peter C. Janes 

Breckenridge, Colorado 
A selection of Banting related archives and 

photographs belonging to Dr. Joseph Janes, 

former colleague at the Banting Institute. 

 

Gift of Cliff Oliver 

London, Ontario 
With The First Canadian Contingent, 1915. 
 

Gift of Dr. Craig Steinback 

Edmonton, Alberta 
A collection of books, journals, pamphlets and 

proceedings related to early diabetes research 

(1923-47) and chemical warfare (1941). 

 

Gift of Barry Margison 

London, Ontario 
Photo album, c. 1941, includes images of Gander 

Airfield and Banting crash site. 

 

Gift of Penney Kerhoulas 

London, Ontario 
Souvenir plaque, with airplane fragment, 

commemorating Banting crash. 

 

Gift of Hertha Pfeifer 

Regina, Saskatchewan 
Photograph of Banting’s family domestic Amalie 

Haensel, reference letter from Lady Henrietta 

Banting. Pictured Below. 

 

Gift of Marion Ross 

London, Ontario 
A collection of books, journals and pamphlets 

related to Banting’s life and career in London, 

Ontario and at The University of Toronto. 

MATERIAL CULTURE GIFTS 

MATERIAL CULTURE PURCHASE         ART GIFTS 

Amalie Haensel worked as domestic in the home of Sir Frederick 

and Lady Henrietta Banting, c. 1939-1941. Shortly after Banting’s 

death, Haensel’s services were no longer required and in gratitude 

for her service, Lady Banting provided her with a letter of reference 

and a Banting painting. While unsigned, there is no mistaking it 

being one of Banting’s works. While personally treasured by 

Haensel, she also appreciated their larger significance and retained 

them in her possession. She passed them down to her niece, Ms. 

Hertha Pfiefer, who later contacted the Museum and offered to 

donate them. 

A museum is only as good as its collection and an expanded collection 

allows for our exhibit and research programs to offer a more complete 

and accurate picture of Banting’s life. The painting represents a 

period of his growth in the mid-1930s and will allow us to rotate 

works out of the gallery so that they may “rest”. The archival material 

provides further insight into another aspect of his life of which the 

public is not aware. We are grateful to Ms. Pfiefer for her generous 

donation. 

The Canadian Diabetes Association gratefully acknowledges all those individuals who have 

generously supported the collections development program of Banting House National Historic 

Site of Canada. These additions to the collection have allowed us to create more engaging and 

thought provoking exhibitions and provide greater opportunities for researchers and scholars. 

Tax receipts are provided for in-kind donations of artefacts after an independent appraisal has 

been received for the fair market value of the artefact. 

 

For more information about how you can support the programs of Banting House National 

Historic Site of Canada, through the gifts of archives and/or artefacts, please contact  

Grant Maltman at grant.maltman@diabetes.ca or at 519-673-1752 ext 226. 

 

We would like to thank all donors who have made a gift to the Canadian Diabetes Association 

in support of Banting House National Historic Site of Canada, including those who have 

requested anonymity.  

Frederick Banting with Sadie Gairns and two unidentified observers c. 1938,  

Gift of Dr. Peter C. Janes, 2013 
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World Famous Heroes Magazine, 1941. 

Purchase 2013 



Donations 

George Clark 

Ron Dawson 

Ellen Haasen 

Michèle Haley 

Brian Hilberdink 

Grant Hopcroft 

Ron & Mary Beth Kresnicka 

Dr. Shelley McKellar 

Ken Millson 

Michael & Shannon Pursely 

Jay & Lita O’Hearn 

Mark Toth 

Gert & Steve Tracy 

Lawrence Wyatt 

An unexpected gift is always welcome! 

 

Nov. 14, 2013 

My name is Dana Belore. I am 13  years old and have been diabetic since the age 

of 4. As part of World Diabetes Day, I organized a PJ fundraiser at my school to 

raise money for diabetes research. Over 300 kids participated and for a toonie, 

they got to wear their pajamas to school. I am proud to present $800.00 to the 

Canadian Diabetes Association, on behalf of the staff and students at Laurie 

Hawkins Public School in Ingersoll. Let’s find a Cure! 

 

Dana Balore 

Thank  you to the following generous businesses, governments and organizations for their 

support. 

 

City of London 

Government of Canada (Community Infrastructure Investment Fund) 

Marketing Strategies & Solutions 

Steam Whistle Brewing 

Stone in Style 

Starbucks Highbury Avenue 

Starbucks Fanshawe Park Road 

Wine Council of Ontario 

 
Banting House National Historic Site of Canada apologizes for any errors or omissions. 

We would like to express our sincere appreciation to all those who made donations to the 
Canadian Diabetes Association, in support of Banting House National Historic Site of Canada 
during the period of January 1, 2013 to December 31, 2013. We are extremely grateful for your 
commitment and ongoing support. 
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Visitor Comments from Trip Advisor: 

 
“Worth the Trip:  As a type 1 diabetic I was very interested in 

checking this out while in London. What I did not expect was to learn 
Banting was so much more than the doctor responsible for insulin. 

He was an artist, war hero and all around amazing Canadian. It 
doesn’t look like much but it was far more than I expected.  

Very glad I went! I suggest taking the guided tour.”  
Kristy H, July 2013 
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Banting House looks to the support of the 

community like you—heritage supporters 

and Sir Frederick Banting enthusiasts—to 

help deliver its programs.  

 

There are many ways to contribute to 

ongoing operations and special projects: 

 

• immediate financial gifts 

• immediate gifts of art, artefacts and other    

   ephemera related to Sir Frederick Banting 

• in-kind products and services 

• legacy gifts such as annuities, bequests, life  

   insurance and securities 

 

Giving in any of these ways will have an 

immediate impact on museum operations. 

We are committed to build and strengthen a 

number of key areas, including: 

 

• acquisitions 

• building restoration 

• database management 

• education and public programs 

• restoration and conservation of the  

   collection 

• web development and new technologies 

 

However one chooses to support Banting 

House, we are most appreciative. With so 

many important causes in our community 

we are proud to acknowledge all of our 

donors whose thoughtful support allows us 

to continue to the good work of Banting 

House for the benefit of all Canadians. 

 

Banting House National Historic Site of 

Canada is a registered charitable 

organization, under the Canadian Diabetes 

Association umbrella, and can offer tax 

receipts for financial offerings. For more 

information on how you can give to support 

our programs, please contact, 

 

Grant Maltman:   

grant.maltman@diabetes.ca  

519-673-1752 ext 226  

 

Brittany Fuzzio: 

Brittany_fuzzio@diabetes.ca  

519-673-1630 ext 228.  

 

A gift to Banting House National Historic 

Site of Canada is an investment in our 

national heritage. 

Ways to Give 



Phase II Restoration Project 
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On January 22, 2013, Susan Truppe, MP, 

London North Centre and Parliamentary 

Secretary for Status of Women, announced a 

grant of $147, 419 from the Community 

Infrastructure Improvement Fund in 

support of Phase II of the Banting House 

Restoration Project. “Banting House is an 

important part of Canadian history,” stated 

Truppe. “For many people affected by 

diabetes, it represents how far we’ve come 

and hope for a cure.” 

 

The project scope includes the completion of 

the exterior masonry repointing (Phase I 

completed, 2008), the restoration of the 

slate roof and upper floor windows and the 

reconstruction of the porch to its original 

1920 appearance (pictured at right). 

In addition, the electrical system will be 

upgraded with new energy saving 

components and a new heating/cooling 

system will be installed to allow for revenue 

generation through rentals of the third floor 

board room. Work commenced in late July 

and is to be completed by March 31, 2014. 

 

As stewards of this national historic site, the 

Canadian Diabetes Association is grateful to 

the Government of Canada for the funding 

and looks forward to ensuring Banting 

House is maintained for future generations.  

 

To ensure the continuing preservation and 

commemorative integrity of the site, all work 

will be done in accordance with the 

Standards and Guidelines of the 

Conservation of Historic Places of Canada.  

“...the best long-term investment in a historic place is  

adequate and appropriate maintenance.” 
 

- from Standards and Guidelines  

for the Conservation of Historic Places in Canada, Parks Canada 
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September August 

October November 

November November 



On Thursday, June 20th, the Museum Advisory 

Committee hosted Banting & Friends V,  

a “sizzling summer barbeque” and art sale, featuring the 

works of artists who embody the spirit and passions of Sir 

Frederick Banting and his support for Canadian artists.  

More than 80 guests took advantage of this unique 

opportunity to support local art and heritage. By the end 

of the evening,  more than $11,ooo was raised in support 

of Banting House.  

This annual event allows the museum to build greater 

community awareness of the life and career of Sir 

Frederick Banting, a person whose work has affected the 

lives of millions of people from across Canada and around 

the world, as well as provide a focal point for the 

increasing presence of the arts community in the 

revitalized Old East Village.  

We would like to thank our sponsors:  City of London, 

Marketing Strategies & Solutions, Starbucks, Steam 

Whistle Brewing, Stone in Style and The Ontario Wine 

Council for their generous support.  

Banting & Friends V 

Michelle Haley Ellen Haasen 

Andrew Silk Trish Norman 

Save the Date! June 19, 2014     5:30 PM—8:00 PM 
BANTING & FRIENDS VI: Annual summer barbeque and art sale 
 
Banting House National Historic Site of Canada 
442 Adelaide Street North 
 
$55 per person or $100 per couple 
 
We are pleased to welcome back Steve Tracy as one of our featured artists. 
 
Funds generated from this event will be directed to support  
Banting House National Historic Site of Canada 
 
Limited number of tickets are available. Reserve yours by contacting  
Grant Maltman at 519-673-1752 ext 226 or by email at grant.maltman@diabetes.ca. 

Steve Tracy 
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Visitor Comment from Trip Advisor: 

 

“Moving and awe inspiring”: The real gem is the curator.  

His tour of the facility is a must. It could bring you to tears.  

The moving stories of diabetics coming to  

celebrate the founder of insulin therapy.  

Who knew that he was also an accomplished artist.”  
Stefan A, April 2013 

Since 2005, the students and staff at Sir Frederick G. 

Banting Secondary Schoolhave raised funds in support of 

the Canadian Diabetes Association and raised awareness 

about the seriousness about diabetes in our community.  

 

This annual student driven campaign was launched on 

October 31st, the anniversary of the day Banting 

conceived his idea which led to the discovery of insulin. 

Students were introduced to the history behind the 

discovery of insulin and then were inspired by a 

presentation by London Knight Junior A hockey player 

and Phoenix Coyote draft pick, Max Domi. Diagnosed 

with Type 1 diabetes at age 13, Domi stressed that his 

diabetes did not, and would not, stop him from pursing 

his dreams.   

 

In just over two weeks, $2,715 was raised through raffles, 

classroom contests and donations to the Association’s 

Clothesline Program. The campaign concluded on 

November 14, World Diabetes Day, with the annual 

Diabetes Walk. More than 1,400 students and staff 

blocked a major arterial road and walked for 30 minutes 

to reduce the risk of developing Type 2 diabetes and 

enhance the local community’s awareness of the 

Diabetes Walk 



Archives: 
Banting House preserves and presents more 

than 2,500 objects, images and personal 

papers related to the life and career of Sir 

Frederick Banting. Access to material that is 

not on display is available for research 

purposes.  

 

Accessibility: 
Wheelchair access to the Museum is available 

through the Canadian Diabetes Association 

office attached to the rear of Banting House. 

Unfortunately at this time, wheelchair 

accessibility is limited to the first floor only. 

 

Parking: 
There is limited parking immediately behind 

Banting House with access off Queens Avenue.  

However, the Museum is surrounded by a 

municipal parking lot which 

has designated mobility-impaired spaces and 

is operated using the Master Meter System. 

Rental Facilities: Gallery  
Banting House brings an unique atmosphere 

to cocktail parties, receptions or special 

announcements. A full range of services are 

available. Invite your guests to discover the 

man they think they know. 

 

 

Museum Store: 
For a souvenir of your visit, choose from a 

selection of products related to Banting and 

Banting House. All sales support Banting 

House operations. On-line catalogue: 

bantinghousenhsc.wordpress.com 

 

Tours: 
Hosted by a dedicated group of volunteers, our 

tours introduce the life and career of  

Sir Frederick Banting through the use of 

artefacts and anecdotes. Guided and  

non-guided tours are available throughout the 

year for adults, seniors or school groups. 

Services 

Rental Facilities 

 
This bright and spacious board room is an ideal 

space available to heritage groups, service clubs and 

the business community for meetings, seminars and 

staff training. Located on the third floor, the room 

comfortably seats 12-16 people and can be 

reconfigured to accommodate larger groups. Data 

projector, screen and internet is available if required. 

Tours are approximately 45 minutes to an hour. A nominal fee is charged:  

$ 5 Adults;  $ 4 Seniors/Students; $12 Family; $60 Group (by appointment only).  

 

 

“Today was the best day ever! We got to 

explore Dr. Banting’s house. We learned so 

much in just 2.5 hours. I was literally crying 

inside when told of the stories in the 

bedroom. This was the most coolest house, 

but also a fun and interesting trip.” 
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In 2013, we continued our partnership with the Canadian Medical Hall of Fame and the 

London Heritage Council in presenting Museum School to elementary students. Museum 

School is an “innovative approach to education allowing teachers to move their classroom to a 

museum setting for curriculum-based experiential learning.” After a guided tour, students are 

encouraged to revisit the exhibits on their own and complete a journal entry about their 

experience. In addition, we welcomed our annual trip from Brantford Collegiate Institute and a 

number of English as a Second Language programs. All tours are led by our volunteers and in 

all instances, the responses from the students were overwhelmingly positive! 

 

“Banting House was most likely the best thing we did all week.  

It was great and worthwhile going. The guy that was doing the tour for us was nice and 

funny. He told us a lot of good, but still sad stories. [It] was an amazing experience to 

be part of.  I am so grateful and lucky to be able to be there. It was AMAZING.” 

 

 

“[Banting House] helped us understand better of how huge an impact he really made 

worldwide. I never really knew how wonderful  

Sir Frederick Banting actually was and now that I do,  

I can’t wait to tell everyone else about him!”  

School Tours and Education 



Banting House is recruiting volunteers to assist in the delivery of its programs. All of our 

programs depend on the assistance of our dedicated volunteers. If you have a  particular area of 

interest, we will try our best to match your interests with our immediate and long term needs, 

including: 
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Volunteer Opportunities 

When volunteering at Banting House National Historic Site of Canada, you will: 

 

• gain job-related experience to build your resume 

• teach and learn at the same time 

• use personal skills and stimulate the mind 

• meet people from around the world 

• enjoy an unforgettable experience 
 

Banting House welcomes volunteers. If you are interested in learning more,  

please call 519-673-1752 or apply directly online at www.diabetes.ca.   

 Advisory Committee: 
Volunteers assist the Museum Curator with 

the development of special events, 

fundraising, and donor cultivation. 

 

Gift Shop:  
Volunteers ensure the Gift Shop is stocked 

and research new items for sale to the public. 

 

Programs:  
Volunteer Tour Guides deliver education and 

interpretive programs for school groups and 

the general public. A minimum 4 hours per 

month commitment is required. New tour 

guides are provided with an orientation to 

the Museum and guide manual. 

Special Events:  

Volunteers assist with the planning and 

delivery of two annual events—Banting & 

Friends and Doors Open London. 

 

Research:  
Volunteers undertake research into specific 

themes, events or artefacts related to the 

Museum’s mission. 

 

Social Media:  
Volunteers are offered the opportunity to 

provide content for The Flame, and the web. 

Volunteer Feature: Meaghan 

My name is Meaghan McCracken and I have 

been a volunteer at Banting House National 

Historic Site since May 2013.  When I 

attended college it was suggested that I find 

somewhere to volunteer but I was at a loss of 

where to go.  One of my professors suggested 

I find an organization that meant something 

to me – and Banting House NHSC was the 

first thing that came to mind, as diabetes has 

always been a part of my life.   

 

My mom was diagnosed with Type 1 in 1970 

and I was 10 weeks premature due to 

complications of diabetes.  I was diagnosed 

with Type 1 diabetes in 1997, at the age of 9. 

As a tour guide at Banting House, I enjoy 

being able to teach others about Dr. 

Banting’s life and the discovery of insulin.  I 

love the reaction when people find out that 

Dr. Banting flunked out of his first year of 

university – as an Arts major! – and being 

able to point out that Banting’s story is proof 

that just because you fail at one thing doesn’t 

mean that you can’t be incredibly successful 

at something else. 

 

I hoped to be able to impact others through 

my volunteer work here but didn’t foresee 

the effect that volunteering here would have 

on me.  One of our exhibits showcases Victor 

Garber, who has talked about how he didn’t 

take his diabetes seriously until he became 

an actor. It was something I could definitely 

relate to when I started here.  Meeting other 

people from all over the world who have been 

affected by diabetes but are not allowing it to 

control their lives has had a huge effect on 

how I view and manage my own diabetes.   

 

Thanks to Dr. Banting, diabetes is not a 

death sentence and I’m reminded of that on 

every shift.  

29

Volunteer Appreciation 
 
On December 10th, our volunteer guides 

gathered for a richly deserved holiday 

luncheon. Volunteers enrich and expand the 

services of the Museum and they play a 

valuable role in our successes. In 2013, our 

volunteers contributedmore than 1,600 hours 

of service and hosted nearly 3,000 visitors 

from 69 countries. 
 


